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PRESENTATION 

The Teide Cable Car is located in the heart of Teide National Park, in Tenerife (Canary 

Islands). This cable car takes you on one of the most spectacular trips in Spain: straight 

up Mount Teide, the largest volcano in the country. As visitors travel up and down the 

mountain they will fly over an amazing geological treasure, where volcanos, craters 

and rivers of lava combine to create an impressive canvas of shapes and colours that 

cannot be found anywhere else in the world. 

How to get here

The Teide Cable Car is located in the centre of the island of Tenerife. Depending on your 

starting point, you can reach it by taking the TF 21 highway from La Orotava (North), 

the TF 24 from La Esperanza (East) or if you are coming from the south, taking the TF 28 

through Vilaflor and the TF 38.

How the Teide Cable Car works

The Teide Cable Car is an aerial tramway with two passenger cabins attached to fixed 

track cables, each pulled by separate propulsion cables, so that while one cabin goes 

up, the other comes down. The trip covers a total of 2,471 m (a horizontal distance of 



2,152 m), passing four towers, the first three from the bottom are 50 m tall and the final 

one is 25 m tall. The cable car travels at a speed of 8 m/s (29 Km/h), slowing down to 7 

m/s when passing the towers. 

The lower station

The lower station is located on the TF-21 highway, at an altitude of 2,356 m. There are 

two modern passenger cabins each with a carrying capacity of 38 people and one 

leaves from this station every 8 minutes. The lower station has free parking, a rest 

area, café, store and buffet restaurant with magnificent views of Teide National Park. 

The upper station

The upper station has a small hall which leads the visitors to the outside. At an altitude 

of 3,555 m, the station is the starting point for the different activities offered by our 

‘Volcano Life Experience’ programme, the perfect complement for an unforgettable 

day. 

Our commitment to quality and safety

All our operating systems have emergency backups. In addition to the mandatory 

systems for these kinds of installations (voltage loss, inclinometer, etc.) we are also 

equipped with all recommended safety systems (for example, emergency brakes).

We have a backup power system totally independent of the general system that will 

allow the facility to continue to operate even in the event of a power outage or short 

circuit in the electronic systems. This system consists in a diesel motor connected 

directly to propulsion cables, capable of moving the passenger cabins at 3.6 m/s.



Because this area of the national park is not connected to the general power grid, the 

Teide Cable Car produces its own electricity from a power station equipped with two 

500 KVA motors. 

A permanent inspection system is in place for the entire installation that includes 

checking the entire line on a daily basis before opening, a weekly general inspection, 

quarterly inspections of the track cable using magnetography, bi-annual inspections 

of the different parameters of the motors and various annual inspections of all 

mechanical elements and electronic systems. In addition, the Institute for Mechanical 

Handling and Logistics of the University of Stuttgart carries out an annual inspection 

of the entire installation, as well as of the propulsion cable. 

Every year our personnel carry out evacuation drills of the passenger cabins and in 

May, 2013 a general evacuation drill was carried out using volunteers in the cabins, 

in coordination with the Tenerife Emergency Services to simulate an emergency 

evacuation.  

HISTORY

Background of the cable car: 

Throughout our history many ideas and proposals were put forth to build a cable car 

which would make it easier for all visitors to reach the top of Mount Teide. However, 

the only project to finally see the light of day was proposed by Andrés de Arroyo y 

González de Chávez. 



The idea: 

In one of his trips through Germany and Switzerland around 1929, Mr. de Arroyo was 

impressed by the number of funiculars in the regions he was visiting, which provided 

magnificent vistas from the upper stations. He was so taken with them that he decided 

to spare no effort in providing Teide with a cable car that would provide all visitors 

access to the peak, so that everyone would be able to enjoy the marvellous views from 

above.  

The route: 

Originally the route was chosen because the slope of the terrain would make it easier 

to install headframes or towers and it placed the lower terminal in line with the only 

area where there was solid rock upon which to build an intermediate station. In the 

end it was possible to reach the upper station without using headframes. 

Construction: 

Construction began on September 4, 1963, with excavation for the service road to the 

lower station. It took eight years to build the cable car, which was completed on July 

27, 1971, when a provisional delivery receipt was signed for the first section of the cable 

car. The main difficulties arose during winter, when snowfall and low temperatures 

made it only possible to work on the lower station, in the best of cases. Initially, 

construction material was transported up using donkeys, or on the shoulders of the 

workers themselves, until a hoist was installed and in 1967 an auxiliary cable car was 

put into operation which allowed the project to advance more quickly.
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The inaugural trip: 

The cable car was inaugurated on July 18, 1971 in an act attended by civil and military 

authorities, as well as the company’s board of directors. On August 2 of the same year 

it was opened to the general public. 

Remodelling: 

Between 1999 and 2007 the installation was remodelled, the passenger cabins were 

replaced with a more aerodynamic and modern design, the propulsion cables and 

track cable were also replaced, as well as the four towers. The two stations were 

also remodelled so that they were better integrated into their surroundings and the 

machinery and power station were replaced. In addition, the safety and inspection 

systems were changed and a new safety and periodic inspection plan was established.

TEIDE CABLE CAR. 
VOLCANO LIFE EXPERIENCE

Volcano Teide is the Catalogue of experiences of the 
Teide Cable Car.

Volcano Teide was born from suggestions by our visitors who asked for ways to 

better get to know the treasures of the Teide National Park. This is why Volcano Teide 

Experience offers the best activities that you can imagine in Teide National Park, with 

the highest standards of quality guaranteed by a great company: the Teide Cable Car, 

which has more than 40 years experience working for visitors to Teide and is the most 

important nature leisure centre in the Canary Islands.

The Teide Cable Car Visitor Centre.

One of the best experiences you can have when visiting Teide National Park is a stop 

at the Teide Cable Car Visitor Centre, the starting point for many of the main activities 

in the national park. 

The centre provides all the services you need to obtain information and prepare for 

your visit. It has a large car park, café, restaurant, store, public restrooms, information 

centre, emergency services, WI-FI, bus stops and personnel who would be pleased to 

answer any of your questions.



VOLCANO TEIDE 
INFORMATION POINT

On the premises of the Teide Cable Car, there is an information point designed and 

made available to the users so that they can make the most of their visit to the 

impressive volcano.

The Volcano Teide information point is provided with information materials to enrich 

the experience of those users who are eager to better understand the natural volcanic 

environment they are visiting.

Information materials comprise:

• Information on the leisure activities offered by Volcano Teide in the Teide National Park

• Brochures of the trails on the summit

• Guidebook for the ascent of Mount Teide, available in Spanish, English, French, 

German and Russian.

• Audio guides

At the information point you can also purchase different merchandising gadgets, such 

as polar jackets or buff, among other souvenirs.

Trails and vantage points.

There are three trails on the Teide summit that stand out among the network of 

vantage points in Teide National Park. These exhilarating trails start at the Teide 



Cable Car’s upper station and following them allow visitors to discover the secrets of 

the Teide Volcano. The Pico Viejo route surprises you with one of the most spectacular 

craters in the Canary Islands, the Fortaleza route allows you to see the very formation 

of Teide and the last and most unique of all, the Telesforo Bravo route, leads you to 

the summit of Mount Teide itself. Taking this trail is something you will remember for 

the rest of your life; the view from the summit is an awesome spectacle which displays 

Nature in all its splendour. 

Sunrise and sunset with the Teide Cable Car.

Sunrise and sunset are magical moments on Teide. The geological monuments in Teide 

National Park are so large that their shadows and the light mixed with the colours of 

the sky and the spectacular sea of clouds produce unique and exhilarating effects. 

In the words of Olivia M. Stone (1887)

“One of the most sublime achievements of Nature, in which all of its vast resources 

combine to offer a grandiose and supreme effect, is a sunrise seen from the peak of 

Mount Teide.”



VOLCANO TEIDE ACTIVITIES

In the Teide National Park you can carry out a wide range of activities through which 

you will connect not only with its volcanic nature, but also with the singularity of its 

night sky.

Since the beginning of 2014, the Teide National Park is the first World Heritage Site to 

be designated as a “Starlight Destination”.

This title granted by the Starlight Foundation certifies that the sky of Teide meets 

the requirements and procedures for the protection of the sky and its natural and 

associated cultural values, as it complies with the Sky Act.

Sunset and stars activities

The summits of Tenerife are home to one of the most important astronomical 

observatories in the world. The good climate, clean air and altitude provide ideal 

atmospheric conditions. The summit has the lowest annual cloud cover in Spain.

Large telescopes are not required to enjoy stargazing from Teide, all we need is to 

carefully look at the night sky with our own eyes to discover constellations and 

planets. A great spot from which to observe the sky is Teide Cable Car, where our team 

of professionals while guide you on this unique walk through the stars.

• Sunset and stars on Teide: The most exclusive stargazing excursion on the island.

• Cable Car at sunset: The most authentic sunset in Tenerife.

• Stargazing with telescopes: Stargazing from the summit of Teide with Starlight 



guides and long range telescopes

• The night of Guayota: Special edition of Sunset and Stars in which the Evil One 

makes an appearance. It is celebrated only once a year.

Hiking activities

Hiking some of the more than 30 trails on Teide is an absolute must for anyone who 

loves nature. The great variety and levels of difficulty make it easy for visitors to 

choose their ideal route.

The trails with the most spectacular views are on the summit of Mount Teide and they 

can be reached on foot or by taking a comfortable ride in the cable car. Without a doubt 

the most popular trail is the one leading to the volcano’s peak, but there are limits on 

how many people can visit that area of Teide. Volcano Teide provides official guides 

who will prepare you for the hike and accompany you along the route to explain the 

spectacular landscape.

• Cable Car special for families: a guided tour to the viewpoint of Pico Viejo with 

Cable Car and a guide, especially for families residing in the Canary Islands.

• Hiking Teide with Cable Car: includes permit to access the crater of Teide.

• VIP excursion to Teide Peak: includes direct access to the Cable Car and permit to 

access the crater of Teide.

• Hiking to Teide Peak from Montaña Blanca with departures from the south of 

the island: a unique adventure to enjoy Teide and its landscapes. Includes guiding 

service and permit to access the crater of Teide.



Teide Observatory activities

In 1964, the first telescope began to operate at the Teide Observatory, whose scientific 

activity presently focuses on solar observations and robotic astronomy, marking the 

beginning of astrophysics in the Canary Islands.

Along with Chile and Hawaii, the Canary Islands are one of the three best spots on 

Earth to observe the sky. If we add to this characteristic the geographical situation 

of the world’s largest solar observatory, located at an altitude of 2,390 m, the result is 

that the Teide Observatory concentrates the best European solar telescopes.

• Guided visit of the Teide Observatory: the largest solar observatory in the 

world. Available several days a week, at different hours and with an option of 

transportation in Spanish, English, German and French.

Excursions

Volcano Teide offers magnificent excursions from any point of the island to a unique 

destination: the Teide National Park.

• Tour to Teide and Las Cañadas from Santa Cruz: a magnificent tour by mountain 

roads, typically Canarian villages and second to none landscapes.

• Teide National Park Excursion: a perfect tour to discover the beauty of the Teide 

National Park and its most representative places, with a guide.

• Half-day Teide Jeep Safari: a Jeep drive through the Teide National Park’s typical 

villages, forests, inaccessible areas, and volcanoes.

Special activities

Talks, workshops and mini courses in which Mount Teide plays a central role.

The Volcano Teide special activities are designed for curious people who love learning. 

The nature of these activities does not allow Volcano Teide to offer them continuously. 

It is necessary to visit the special activities section of the website to know which 

special activities are currently being offered.

These are some of our most successful special activities:

• Wine Tasting on Mount Teide

• Introductory Course in Astronomy

• Introductory Course in Astrophotography

• Basic Cartography Course

• Introductory Course in Meteorology



Altavista del Teide High Mountain Refuge

The Altavista Refuge was originally used by scientists to observe stars. Today it is a 

unique spot in the world at an altitude of 3,265 m, equipped for hikers and visitors who 

wish to climb to the crater of the great volcano of Teide National Park. It is located 

halfway up the traditional trail leading to the summit of the Teide volcano. 

In fact, it is the lodging located at the highest altitude in Spain, the perfect spot to 

admire the exceptional quality of the night sky. 

Spending the night at the refuge allows you to experience the first rays of sun on the 

summit of Teide as they inundate the landscape with colours, while the volcano casts 

its protective shadow over the ocean. 

THE CABLE CAR AND SOCIETY

Since its inauguration, the Teide Cable Car has been a boon for tourism on the island. 

Today it is one of the most appealing tourist activities offered in Tenerife, attracting 

thousands of visitors a year. This includes tourists and residents of the islands, the 

majority of whom would never have visited the peak of Mount Teide if it were not for 

the cable car service. 

Every year we collaborate with dozens of scientific research projects studying various 

subjects, such as meteorology, zoology, botany, ecology, volcanology, etc., providing 

the researchers free transportation and technical support to carry out their work. 



CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Teleférico del Teide is highly active in different areas of social responsibility: observing 

occupational health and safety management standards, hiring local inhabitants of 

the archipelago, providing progressive working conditions for its personnel, complying 

with equal opportunity regulations and establishing sustainable procedures in its 

Teide National Park installation. 

Externally, Teleférico del Teide collaborates with institutions that seek the 

advancement of Canarian society, carrying out social and scientific work in the 

following areas:

• As a Sponsoring Partner of the Tenerife Kidney Patients Association (ERTE), 

Teleférico del Teide provides institutional and financial support and is intensely 

involved with the goals and programmes of the association. ERTE is an association 

dedicated to providing moral, physical and financial support to people suffering 

from kidney disease, including those who have undergone kidney transplants, 

assisting patients in professional retraining and participating in prevention and 

the fight against these illnesses. 

• As a Founding Partner of the Tenerife Rural Foundation, an organization that 

seeks to promote policy which gets the most out of rural Tenerife through a 

sustainable development model that combines preserving nature, enhancing the 

rural environment and sensible growth in the principal economic sectors, such as 

tourism. 

• Teleférico is committed to advancing environmental research by providing 

continuous technical support and assistance in various lines of research on 

volcanism, environmental quality and climate change to various scientific 

institutions, such as the Instituto Tinerfeño de Energías Renovables [Tenerife 

Institute of Renewable Energy] (ITER), The State Meteorology Agency (AEMET) or 

the Instituto de Astronomía de Canarias [Canary Island Institute of Astronomy] (IAC)

• Teleférico also strongly believes in renewable energy and invests in them to 

demonstrate their viability; it also focuses on sustainability for the island of 

Tenerife, allocating a significant part of the company’s profits to producing 

renewable energy.



The cable car in numbers: 

• Horizontal length of the line: 2,161 meters.

• Altitude covered by the line: 1,199 meters. 

• Real length of the line: 2,482 meters. 

• Number of passenger cabins: 2 

• Speed of the passenger cabin using the main motor: 8 meters per second. 

• Speed of the passenger cabin using the backup motor: 2 meters per second. 

• Passenger cabin carrying capacity: 38 people. 

• Weight of an empty cabin: 1,600 kilos. 

• Weight of a full cabin: 4,630 kilos. 

• Hourly transportation capacity: 333 people per hour. 

• Duration of the trip from station to station: 5 minutes. 

• Number of towers along the line: 4. 

• Height of the towers: three are 50 meters tall and one is 25 meters tall. 

• Horsepower: 275 CV. 

• There are two stations, one on either end of the line. 

• There are six cables suspended between the stations, supported by the towers. 

• The lower station contains the motor. 

• There is a passenger loading area and a control area. 

• The back of the station contains counterweights for the propulsion cables, weighing around 60 tonnes, 

which are located in their corresponding holes.

• The upper station is used for sending visitors back down the mountain and the counterweights for the 

track cable are installed there. 

• The trucks (the wheel set that rolls on the track cables) are made up of eight rubber covered wheels moun-

ted in separate rockers to ensure they adapt perfectly to the track cable. The lower part has an automatic 

disc brake that can also be controlled manually from the cabin. 

• The passenger cabin is connected to the propulsion cable by a free rolling mechanism that always remains 

vertical, regardless of the inclination of the truck.

• The passenger cabins are equipped with windows to allow for as much visibility as possible during the 

trips.

• An employee always travels in the cabins.

• The false bottoms of the passenger are always equipped with emergency rescue vehicles that will allow 

passengers to be lowered to the ground in case the installation is completely stopped.

Chronology

• 1894 – The first projects to build a funicular to Teide Peak are put forth.

• 1912 – A new project is considered.

• 1929 – Mr. Andrés de Arroyo conceives the idea of building a funicular. 

• 1930 – Mr. José Ochoa prepares the original construction plan for a cable car.

• 1934 – The press begins to announce the cable car project.

• 1934 – The Cabildo of Tenerife puts forth a motion to construct the cable car to Teide Peak.

• 1934 – A new project emerges to build a cable car prepared by an engineer named Ordana.

• 1934 – The paperwork is started to establish the firm, Teleférico al Pico de Teide SA.

• 1935 – The Cabildo expresses its interest in building the cable car.

• 1936 – At the request of the Cabildo of Tenerife, the firm Ferrocarriles de Montaña a Grandes Pendientes 

submits a report on building a cable car on Teide. 

• 1938 – Mr. Andrés Arroyo retakes the initiative in building the cable car. 

• 1956 – The Cabildo makes an open call for Teide cable car projects, of which the most interesting would be 

chosen.

• 1956 – The German press begins to publicize the Teide cable car. 

• 1956 – Mr. Andrés de Arroyo makes a speech in front of the radio microphones of Club Tenerife explaining 

his entire cable car project. 

• 1956 – A busy year for the press in favour of building the cable car.

• 1956 – The first stock subscription is initiated. 

• 1959 – An aeronautical engineer, Mr. Horacio Fernández del Castillo y Machado presents a cable car 

construction project. 

• 1959 – The statutes of the company that will manage the cable car are written. 

• 1959 – The firm Teleférico del Pico de Teide SA. is established.

• 1959 – The first bids to build the cable car are received. 



• 1960 – The company’s first Board of Directors is constituted. 

• 1960 – A preliminary draft of the cable car project is written, based on Mr. José Ochoa’s project.

• 1960 – The preliminary project to build the cable car is presented, written by a Ministry of Industry engineer 

named Pedro Ruiz Pérez.

• 1960 – The Teide National Park Board approves the land swap where the cable car will be built.

• 1961 – The first general shareholder’s meeting of the company is held, the first Board of Directors is ratified 

and Mr. Lorenzo Machado Méndez Fernández de Lugo is named the first President, and Mr. Andrés de Arroyo 

y Gonzáles de Chávez is named Honorary President.

• 1961 – An increase in capital is approved.

• 1961 – The land that will be used to build the cable car is registered in the La Orotava Land Registry Office. 

• 1962 – The contract to construct the cable car is awarded to Ceretti é Tanfani SPA.

• 1962 – The land is surveyed and staked out prior to building the cable car. 

• 1962 – A civil engineer, Mr. Eugenio Marín García Mansilla, begins to update Mr. Ochoa’s original project.

• 1962 – Work is begun clearing trees and blasting to build the service road to the base station.

• 1963 – The conditions for awarding the project’s civil engineering and foundations are written.

• 1964 – The cable car construction project is presented to the Ministry of Information and Tourism and they 

are shown the progress of the construction.

• 1964 – Construction of the auxiliary cable car to transport material is begun. 

• 1964 – The cable car is declared of exceptional public interest.

• 1965 – Material is obtained to complete the construction of the auxiliary cable car. 

• 1965 – The Directorate-General of Transport asks the company to process their construction permit 

application with the Ministry.  

• 1966 – Mr. Andrés Arroyo writes a report on the legal classification of the cable car.

• 1966 – The Cabildo gives a favourable report on the cable car project, considering it of greatest interest for 

the future of tourism on the island.

• 1966 – A new increase in capital is approved.

• 1966 – An administrative license is applied for.

• 1967 – The Ministry of Public Works confers an administrative licence to operate the cable car for a period 

of 60 years. 

• 1967 – The auxiliary cable car is fully operational.

• 1967 – An extension to present the definitive construction project is applied for. 

• 1998 – The Cabildo acquires a large block of stock in the company.

• 1968 – Construction is quite advanced, especially the initial station and the power station. 

• 1969 – The foundation work for the towers, civil engineering and metallic structures of the stations are 

completed.

• 1969 – The four towers are mounted and the track cable is stretched out along the ground. 

• 1970 – The first test run is made to Tower 3. 

• 1970 – The first official trip covering the entire line is carried out in the presence of representatives of the 

Ministry of Public Works.

• 1971 – The assembly work is in its final stages and the stations are nearly complete.

• 1971 – The provisional certificate of acceptance of the construction project is signed.

• 1971 – The cable car begins to operate during a test period. 

• 1971 – The inaugural trip of the cable car takes place. 

• 1971 (August 2) – The cable car is opened to the general public.

• 1971 – The Ministry of Public Works confers a provisional authorization for the installation to operate. 

• 1976 – A civil engineer, Mr. José Ochoa Benjumea, and an industrial engineer, Mr. Francisco Trujillo Armas, 

write the final projects legalizing the cable car.

• 1998 – Mr. Cándido Luís García San Juan is named Honorary President.

• 1999 – Work to remodel the cabins, cables and stations begins.

• 2007 – Work to replace Tower 3 begins. 

• 2008 – The work to replace the other three towers begins. 

• 2008 – A ceremony paying homage to the workers who took part in the construction of the Teide Cable Car 

is held. 

• 2011 (January 13) – 50 year anniversary of the first General Stockholders Meeting.

• 2011 (August 2) – The 40 year anniversary of the Teide Cable Car opening to the general public is 

commemorated. 



CONTACT INFORMATION:

Office of Teide Cable Car and the Altavista Mountain Refuge:
Central Office in Santa Cruz

Calle San Francisco, 5 - 4ª Planta

38002 Santa Cruz de Tenerife

Phone: 0034 922 010 440

Fax. 0034 922 287 837

Cable Car Facilities
Crta. Orotava Granadilla s/n (TF-21, km 40.2)

38300 Parque Nacional del Teide

Phone: 0034 922 010 445

Information Sunset and Stars, hiking, Teide Observatory and excursions
Phone: 0034 922 010 444

E-mail: comunicacion@telefericoteide.com

Facebook: VolcanoTeideExperience

Twitter: @VolcanoTeide

Instagram: volcanoteide

www.volcanoteide.com


